Message

1 am happy to know that the Rajaji International Institute of Public
Affairs and Administration is organising a Workshop on Naxalism with the
participation of Political leaders, Jurists, Academicians, Administrators,
Law Enforcement Authorities, Journalists and representatives of voluntary
organisations. Naxalism which originated in Naxalbari, a group of 60
odd villages in the foot-hills of Himalayas in Darjeeling District of West
Bengal in 1967 in the wake of an armed uprising against the
establishment, has over the years spread to other parts of the 'country
and has manipulated itself in different forms bringing in its wake killings
and other forms of violence and untold sufferings to the people. All right
thinking people will agree that we have to tackle this menace effectively
before it spreads any further.

It is however to be recognised that the emergence of Naxalism
was the direct result of lack of social and economic justice in different
parts of the country. The most distinctive characteristic of this movement
is that it is entrenched mainly among the most oppressed and exploited
people and areas of the country. Viewing Naxalites as extremists and
their struggle as a law and order issue may not be the correct approach
to solve this problem. Nor will the Naxalite movement disappear with
the mere enactment of progressive social and economic legislation or
the launching of welfare programmes.

It has to be much more than that in fact, it should be tackled on
the social, economic and political fronts with the cooperation and
involvement of Governmental agencies and the different segments of the
society, so that the root-cause namely, social and economic injustice
prevalent in different parts of the country especially in certain backward
rural and tribal areas are removed; and those who are actively involved
in this movement are brought back to the mainstream of national life;
and their energies utilised for the upliftment of the down-trodden and the
oppressed through constructive programmes in a peaceful manner.
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